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Special Meeting

CI TY OF NEW HAVEN
DEPARTMENT OF POLI CE SERVI CE
BOARD OF PCLI CE COW SSI ONERS

SPECI AL MEETI NG
AUGUST 25, 2022
6:02 p.m
Hel d Vi a:
Zoom Vi deoconf erencing Platform

RE: Consideration and vote on the recomendation from
Chi ef Karl Jacobson to term nate Sergeant
Shayna Kendall, Internal Affairs Investigation 21C- 053.

Present: Conmm ssioner Evelise R beiro, Chair
Comm ssioners Darrell Brooks, Donald Wal ker, |sai as
M randa, M chael Law or and Tracey Meares

Chi ef Karl Jacobson

Chief Adm nistrative Oficer Regina Rush-Kittle
Assi stant Chief David Zannel ||

Assi stant Chief Bertram Etti enne

M chel |l e Duprey, Esq., Corporation Counsel
Patricia King, Esq., Corporation Counsel

O ficer Florencio Cotto, President, ElmCty Local
O ficer John Lanbe, Vice President, EImCity Local
Chri st opher Henderson, Esq., Counsel for the Departnent
Marshal | Segar, Esq., Counsel for Sergeant Kendal l
Eri ck Brown, Esq., Counsel for Sergeant Kendal l

Reporter: Theresa Bergstrand, CSR #406
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Special Meeting

(The hearing commenced at 6:02 p.m)

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO  Good eveni ng, everyone. It is
now 6:02 p.m | do believe all the Conm ssioners have
entered the room so | will call the Special Meeting of
Thur sday, August 25, 2022 to order. As | stated, it is
actually now 6:03 p.m And for the record we have
Commi ssioners Lawl or, Conm ssi oner WAl ker, Conm ssi oner
M randa and Conm ssi on Meares, Conm ssioner Brooks and
nysel f, Comm ssioner Ribeiro, here. And this Special
Meeting is to consider and vote on a reconmendation from
Chi ef Jacobson causation to term nate Sergeant Shayna
Kendal | per Internal Affairs Investigation 21C- 053.

Just making sure our transcriptionist is here. |
believe she said she is, if you could just indicate
t hat .

COURT REPORTER  Yes, Ma'am | am here.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. Thank you. Also want to
acknow edge, we have our Corporation Counsel Attorneys,
Attorney Duprey and Attorney Pat King. W also have our
CAO Regina Rush-Kittle. And just to lay a couple of
ground rul es before we start, for those who are not
famliar with this proceeding. W w il always have an
opportunity for the Cty, the Police Departnent, to

present, to nmake an opening statenent. W will then

Page: 2



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Special Meeting

all ow the Union to nake an openi ng statenent, and then
we wi Il have the Police Departnent state their case.

Just want to note, are there any w tnesses, excuse
me, that will be presented this evening for either side?
Attorney Henderson, who is representing the Departnent,
w Il you be having any w tnesses?

MR. HENDERSON: Yes, Madam Chair. Just Sergeant
Fennesey(sic) who conducted the I A investigation. And
then 1"l have the Chief just testify very briefly at
the end of that. And that is it is for wtnesses.

CHAI RVMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. And Attorney Segar, wll
you be having any w tnesses?

MR SEGAR. No.

CHAl RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. Gkay. W need to nake
sure exhibits -- we did receive the packets in advance.
| amassum ng that those are the only exhibits that wll
be presented for the evening, is that correct?

MR. HENDERSON: That's correct.

CHAl RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay.

MR SEGAR.  Yes.

CHAIRVAN RIBEIRO So at sone point we do need to
make sure the transcriptionist has a copy of the
exhibits to enter for the record as appropri ate.

Ckay. Are there any questions fromeither side

before we start?
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MR. SEGAR | just have one procedural issue, Madam
Chair, if | may.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Yes.

MR. SEGAR: The Uni on has co-counsel today,
Attorney Erick Brown, ny colleague, will be
participating in our presentation. W have divided the
presentation in half, Attorney Brown will be addressing
the A findings, and |'I|l be addressing the procedural
due process issues.

CHAI RVAN RIBEIRO  Ckay. Duly noted. Can you tell
me his first nane again, for the record?

MR. SEGAR. Attorney Erick, E-r-i-c-k, Brown,
comon spel ling.

CHAIl RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. Thank you. Anything else
fromeither side?

Ckay. | amsorry, does anyone see Conm ssioner
M randa on?

COW SSI ONER M RANDA: | am here now.

CHAI RMAN RIBEIRO  You are here. Ckay. Thank you.
kay. So we will begin, and we wll start with Attorney
Kennedy, correct? | amsorry.

MR BROWN:. Hi, this is Attorney Erick Brown. |
just wanted to confirmthat this hearing is closed to
the public?

CHAIRMAN RIBEIRO | amsorry. My apologies for

Page: 4



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Special Meeting

not asking for that. Yes. Wuld you like for this to
be an open or a cl osed session?

MR. BROWN: O osed, please.

CHAl RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. Thank you for that.

Ckay. So this hearing will be closed. So | wll

invite, of course, the Conmm ssSioners. Il will invite the

Chief. Chief, who on your staff?

CH EF JACOBSON: The Assistant Chiefs, the Internal
Affairs Investigators, the CAO That is about it.

CHAIRVAN RIBEIRO Ckay. And | invite the Union's
attorneys, the Union President. W0 else on the Union
si de?

MR. SEGAR. Sergeant Kendall, please.

CHAIl RMAN RI BEI RO  Okay. Thank you. | was trying
to |l ook through the roomto see Sergeant Kendall. WII
that be all?

MR. SEGAR: Florencio, | don't see any need to
bring anybody else in. |If John is on the call, | am
sure that we can bring John in, but I don't see anybody
necessary, other than nyself, you, Attorney Brown and
Ser geant Kendal | .

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. And who is John?

MR. SEGAR. John Lanbe. | amsorry, Ma'am John
Lanbe is the Union Vice President. | don't knowif he
is on this call or not, | just didn't want to | eave him
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out, if he is.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. Ckay. Duly noted.

COWM SSI ONER BROCKS: Madam Chai r ?

CHAIl RMAN RI BEI RO  Yes, who is speaking?

COWMM SSI ONER BROOKS:  Commi ssi oner Brooks.
Procedural question.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Absol utely.

COW SSI ONER BROOKS: Wuld it be appropriate for
Attorney Mchele Duprey to join us?

CH EF JACOBSON: She nornal |y does.

CHAIRVAN RIBEIRO | amsorry, did soneone --

CH EF JACOBSON: She normally does, right?

CHAI RVAN RIBEI RO Yes. Attorney Duprey and
Attorney King.

COW SSI ONER BROOKS:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO CGkay. Thank you.

MR. COITO Madam Chair, if | may, Vice President
Lanbe is on the call, if you could just bring himin,
wel | .

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO.  Ckay.

CH EF JACOBSON: Is his nane, is it under Lanbe?
Just when | amclicking over, | didn't see him

MR COITO Yeah, he is on there.

CHAl RMAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. Ms. Bergstrand, did you

get all those nanes for the record, as to who i s going

as

Page: 6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Special Meeting

I nto Executive Session, or do we need to repeat it?

COURT REPORTER:  No, | got it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RIBEI RO Ckay. Wth that being said,

"Il entertain a notion to go into Executive Session for
di scussion on a personnel matters.

COW SSI ONER WALKER: | nmake a notion that we go
I nto Executive Session on personnel nmatters.

COW SSI ONER BROOKS:  Second.

CHAIRVAN RIBEIRO | amsorry, can you conplete the
rest of the notion, to consider a vote on the
recommendati on - -

COWM SSI ONER WALKER:  To consi der a vote on the
recomrendati on of Chief Jacobson regardi ng Sergeant
Kendal | for term nation.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER BROOKS:  Second.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Ckay. Any further discussion?

kay. Al those in favor, please signify by saying

aye.
ALL COW SSI ONERS:  Aye.
CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Opposed? Mdtion carried. Ckay.
Can you --

CH EF JACOBSON:. | amgoing to start going to the

br eak-out room
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COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  Madam Chair, can | can just

ask a question? This is Mke Lawior. | amin here on
nmy phone. | amnot sure | can connect to the break-out
room because | amin the car at the nmonent. | had to

pick up nmy son at football practice at WIlbur Cross, so
| won't be home for another five mnutes or so.

CHAl RVAN RI BEI RO Ckay.

CH EF JACOBSON:  You should be fine, Conm ssioner
Lawl or. You should be able to click over on your phone.

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  All right. Yeah. But | am
driving, so | don't know.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO.  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR: | amnot sure if I will be
abl e to make that happen.

CHAI RVAN RIBEIRO  Ckay. |f not, when you are near
a conmputer, just let us know and we will et you in. If
you are not --

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR: | m ght be able, because we
are at a dead stop here, so | can | ook down and figure
out howto do it.

MR BROWN: H . Wth all due respect, this is
Erick Brown, | would ask that the Conmm ssioners be
avai | abl e and not driving their vehicles during the tine
that there's being argunent and evi dence presented. |

think it is only fair to Sergeant Kendall.

Page: 8



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Special Meeting

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  Yes. Well 1'Il be hone in
five mnutes. So if that's helpful, if you want to sit
tight for five mnutes. | don't care.

MR. BROAN: That woul d be our preference.

COW SSI ONER MEARES: It will probably take us five

mnutes to get into this break-out room

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR: | apol ogi ze, but duty calls.
COW SSI ONER MEARES: @G ven past experience, just

sayi ng.

CH EF JACOBSON: No confidence, Comm ssioner
Mear es.

COWM SSI ONER MEARES: | am just --

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  So if you want, when | get
home I'Il run upstairs and you wll see ne join, if |
still --

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. That's fine.

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR: | got to start ny conputer

and stuff. So, anyway, | apol ogize for this, but --

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO No worri es. No worries. Thank

you.

(Wher eupon the Commi ssion, All Counsel, Chief

Jacobson, Assistant Chiefs Etti enne and Zannel |l i,

Uni on President Cotto and Uni on Vice President

Lanbe went into Executive Session at 6:11 p.m)
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(The Comm ssion, Al Counsel, Chief Jacobson,
Assi stant Chiefs Etti enne and Zannelli, Union
President Cotto and Union Vice President Lanbe

canme out of Executive Session at 9:29 p.m)

COW SSI ONER MEARES: Madam Chai r?

CHAIl RMVAN RI BEI RO  Yes, M' am

COWM SSI ONER MEARES: | nove that we cone out of
Executive Session.

COM SSI ONER WALKER: 1"l second that.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. W have a notion by
Commi ssi on Meares and seconded by Comm ssioner WAl ker to
cone out of Executive Session. |s our transcriptionist
still here, first of all?

COURT REPORTER  Yes, Madam Chair, | am here.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Any di scussion. Gay. Al
those in favor, signify by saying aye.

ALL COW SSI ONERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Opposed? Mdtion carri ed.

kay. Conm ssioners, what is your pleasure, we
have a notion?

COWMWM SSI ONER WVALKER: 1"l make a notion that we
act on, act to support the Chief's recommendati on for

term nati on of Sergeant Shayna Kendall.
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CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. Do we have a second?

COWM SSI ONER MEARES:  Second.

CHAI RVMAN RI BEI RO Ckay. So we have a notion nade
by Conmm ssi oner WAl ker, seconded by Conmm ssion Meares.
Is there any discussion on the notion?

COWM SSI ONER LAWLOR:  Madam Chai r ?

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Yes.

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR: So Madam Chair. Thank you.
Qovi ously we had, in Executive Session, a very |engthy
opportunity to hear from counsel on both sides, and the
and have the opportunity to discuss a |lot of the basis
for the decision that each of us is being asked to nmake
tonight. And | think | speak for all the Comm ssioners

CHAIRMAN RIBEIRO | amsorry, can you, before
that, can we take the vote, or do you want to nake --

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  No, | amdiscussing the
not i on.

CHAI RMAN RIBEIRO Ckay. | amsorry. | thought
you were --

COW SSI ONER LAWLOR:  And | think | speak for all
of the Comm ssioners that, that | hate to be in this
posi ti on because, you know, | have worked with Sergeant
Kendall in the past and | hold her in very high regard.

But, my vote tonight is mainly based on the fundanental
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| ssue of the obligation of police officers to be
truthful in any official proceeding, whether it is a
police report, an arrest warrant, affidavit or search
warrant affidavit or an Internal Affairs interview wher
everyone is put on notice that they have an absol ute
| egal obligation to nmake truthful statenments in respons
to questions. And if | were persuaded that the
statenents that were nade were arguably truthful, |
woul d have a very different vote tonight. But | think
t he nmessage needs to be loud and clear to every police
officer that in your official capacity, you nust be
truthful, and there will be no exceptions to this. |If
you don't know, you don't know. |[If you don't renenber,
you don't renenber. |If you made a m stake, and you own
up toit, and we all nake m stakes, we all have bad
days, but when you are asked questions about it, you
must be truthful. And | hope that nessage rings |oudly
and clearly to every sworn officer on our departnent an
t hroughout the State of Connecticut. Because this is
such a critical tinme in our Country's history that we
need police officers to be absolutely truthful when the
are acting in their official capacity.

So as | said earlier, | very nmuch regret being
placed in the position | amin tonight, but |I amvery

confident that the vote | amcasting is based on ny

e

e

d

y
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I ndi vi dual judgenent, based on the facts, based on the

hearing we had tonight.

CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Thank you. Any further

di scussi on?

COW SSI ONER M RANDA:  Conm ssi oner Mranda, did

you rai se your hand? Sorry. Okay. Al right. No

further discussion. W wll take the vote.

Al'l those in favor of the notion,

sayi ng aye.

ALL COW SSI ONERS:

Aye.

CHAI RVAN RI BEI RO Any opposed? Any abstentions?

Motion carri ed.
Comm ssi oners, that

eveni ng. Thank you for,

counsel for being here and for your tine, and to staff.

And wth that being

for adj ournnent.

concl udes the business for this

for your tinme. Thank you to

said, | wll entertain a notion

COW SSI ONER M RANDA: So noved.

COW SSI ONER MEARES:

Second.

CHAI RVMAN RI BEI RO  Ckay. | believe Conm ssioner

M randa nade the notion,
Any di scussi on?

Ckay. Seei ng none,
sayi ng aye.

ALL COW SSI ONERS:

Comm ssi oner Mear es seconded.

all those in favor signify by

Aye.

pl ease signify by
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CHAI RMAN RI BEI RO Opposed? Abstentions? NMbdtion
carried.

Thank you everyone. Have a good ni ght.

(Wher eupon the hearing concluded at 9:34 p.m)
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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT

|, THERESA BERGSTRAND, a Licensed Professional
Reporter/ Conm ssioner within and for the State of
Connecticut, do hereby certify that | took the Speci al
Meeting m nutes of the New Haven Board of Police
Comm ssi oners, on August 25, 2022 Via Zoom
Vi deoconferencing Platform

| further certify that the within proceedi ng was
taken by nme stenographically and reduced to typewitten
formunder ny direction by neans of conputer assisted
transcription; and | further certify that said
deposition is a true record of the proceeding.

| further certify that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to the
action in which this deposition was taken; and further,
that | amnot a relative or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor financially
or otherwise interested in the outcone of the action.

W TNESS ny hand and seal the 2nd day of
Sept enber, 2022.

Shunoo. Bogotand

Theresa Bergstrand, CSR
My conm ssion expires 3/31/2026
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