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What we are going to talk about

• Process so far

• Review of concept presented on 10/21

• Traffic analysis

• Addressing traffic calming issues on side 
streets

• Outstanding design questions

• Schedule

• Discussion

https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/

engineering/complete_streets/wavec.htm



Where we have been

Multi-year Process

• ERCMT

• SeeClickFix

• Meetings with Alders

• Community Meetings
• 10/21/2021 Concept Design

• Comments/Emails/Feedback

• $2.7M LOTCIP from State of CT



Thank you for earlier feedback!

Public Meetings 2/10/2021 + 
10/21/2021 

• Over 50 attendees each 
meeting

• 110 Comments

• 1,256 Likes

• Emails/other feedback

Themes from Feedback

• Improve pedestrian 
crossings

• Slow vehicle speeds

• Narrow roadway

• Provide protected bike 
lanes

• Address neighboring streets 
for cut-through traffic

• Ensure Whitney Ave motor 
vehicle traffic can move 
efficiently



Review – 10/21/2021 Concept











Traffic Analysis

• What exactly is a road diet?

• What are the traffic trends?

• What modeling have you done?

• Isn’t this going to dramatically 
decrease the function of 
Whitney for motor vehicles?

• Is a lot of traffic going to go onto 
the side streets?



What is a Road Diet

Before AfterWhitney Avenue between

Cottage and Linden



Benefits of Road Diet

Source:  Federal Highway Administration

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/provencountermeasures/road_diets.cfm



Traffic Trends

• Traffic volumes have not been increasing on Whitney

• Volumes generally decrease closer to downtown

• AM inbound and PM outbound are heaviest

East Rock Road count station Sachem Street count station

Source: CT DOT Traffic Monitoring Station Viewer



Why Whitney Qualifies

• Overall ADT (11,100 – 14,700) within FHWA guidelines

• Traffic volumes over last ~15 years stagnant or decreasing

• Already functions as 2-lane roadway for most hours of the day

• FHWA guidance: “for road diets with AADTs above approximately 20,000 vehicles, there is an 

increased likelihood that traffic congestion will increase to the point of diverting traffic to alternative routes.”

Source: https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/road_diets/resources/pdf/roadDiet_MythBuster.pdf

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/10053/



Synchro Traffic Analysis

• Numeric model of all 
intersections of the corridor at 
peak hour

• Inputs: lane configuration, 
vehicle volumes, signal timing, 
signal coordination, 
pedestrians

• Provides a “Level of Service” 
per intersection

• LOS A-D common + acceptable 
in urban environments



Synchro Traffic Analysis

• Existing vs. Proposed

• Analyze multiple scenarios
• No Build conditions

• Proposed 2023                      
(new design, pre-pandemic 
traffic, adjusted signal timing)

• No Build 2040               
(existing lanes, 10% increase 
in traffic - unlikely)

• Proposed 2040                   
(new design, 10% increase in 
traffic - unlikely)



Traffic Analysis Results
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Addressing Side Streets

• FHWA design guidance on 
diversion

• ***There are existing traffic 
calming concerns and we want 
to address them***

• Methods:
• Speed Humps

• Raised Intersections

• Adjust Curb Radius

• Speed Radar Signs





Possible Bike Lane Options



Physical Design Challenges

• Roadway/ROW width

• Utility Placement

• Turning Geometry

• Trees



West Cycletrack



East Cycletrack



Separated Bike Lanes



Schedule

• Consider Public Feedback

• Finish Design by Summer 2022

• Final Approval Oct 2022***

• Construction 2023***

• Plan/construct side street 
improvements 2022/2023



Contact

Giovanni Zinn, PE

City Engineer

gzinn@newhavenct.gov

Regina Rush-Kittle

Chief Administrative Officer

mrushkittle@newhavenct.gov

https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/

engineering/complete_streets/wavec.htm


